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§ 19.4 Deviations. 

The Office of Management and Budg-
et (OMB) may grant exceptions for 
classes of grants or recipients subject 
to the requirements of this part when 
exceptions are not prohibited by stat-
ute. However, in the interest of max-
imum uniformity, exceptions from the 
requirements of this part shall be per-
mitted only in unusual circumstances. 
Federal awarding agencies may apply 
more restrictive requirements to a 
class of recipients when approved by 
OMB. All requests for class deviations 
shall be processed through the Assist-
ant Secretary for Administration. Fed-
eral awarding agencies may apply less 
restrictive requirements when award-
ing small awards, except for those re-
quirements which are statutory, sub-
ject to the concurrence of the Assist-
ant Secretary for Administration. Ex-
ceptions on a case-by-case basis may 
also be made by Federal awarding 
agencies, with the concurrence of the 
Assistant Secretary for Administration 
to ensure conformance with Depart-
ment of Transportation grant adminis-
tration policies.

§ 19.5 Subawards. 

Unless sections of this part specifi-
cally exclude subrecipients from cov-
erage, the provisions of this part shall 
be applied to subrecipients performing 
work under awards if such subrecipi-
ents are institutions of higher edu-
cation, hospitals or other non-profit or-
ganizations. State and local govern-
ment subrecipients are subject to the 
provisions of 49 CFR part 18, ‘‘Uniform 
Administrative Requirements for 
Grants and Cooperative Agreements to 
State and Local Governments.’’

§ 19.6 Availability of material ref-
erenced in this part. 

(a) Copies of Federal Transit Admin-
istration (FTA) documents identified 
in this part may be obtained by calling 
the FTA Administrative Services Divi-
sion at (202) 366–4865. 

(b) Copies of Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) documents identi-
fied in this part may be obtained by 
calling the FAA Program Guidance 
Branch at (202) 267–3831.

Subpart B—Pre-Award 
Requirements

§ 19.10 Purpose. 

Sections 19.11 through 19.17 pre-
scribes forms and instructions and 
other pre-award matters to be used in 
applying for Federal awards.

§ 19.11 Pre-award policies. 

(a) Use of grants and cooperative agree-
ments, and contracts. In each instance, 
the Federal awarding agency shall de-
cide on the appropriate award instru-
ment (i.e., grant, cooperative agree-
ment, or contract). The Federal Grant 
and Cooperative Agreement Act (31 
U.S.C. 6301–08) governs the use of 
grants, cooperative agreements and 
contracts. A grant or cooperative 
agreement shall be used only when the 
principal purpose of a transaction is to 
accomplish a public purpose of support 
or stimulation authorized by Federal 
statute. The statutory criterion for 
choosing between grants and coopera-
tive agreements is that for the latter, 
‘‘substantial involvement is expected 
between the executive agency and the 
State, local government, or other re-
cipient when carrying out the activity 
contemplated in the agreement.’’ Con-
tracts shall be used when the principal 
purpose is acquisition of property or 
services for the direct benefit or use of 
the Federal Government. 

(b) Public notice and priority setting. 
Federal awarding agencies shall notify 
the public of its intended funding prior-
ities for discretionary grant programs, 
unless funding priorities are estab-
lished by Federal statute.

§ 19.12 Forms for applying for Federal 
assistance. 

(a) Federal awarding agencies shall 
comply with the applicable report 
clearance requirements of 5 CFR part 
1320, ‘‘Controlling Paperwork Burdens 
on the Public,’’ with regard to all 
forms used by the Federal awarding 
agency in place of or as a supplement 
to the Standard Form 424 (SF–424) se-
ries. 

(b) Applicants shall use the SF–424 
series or those forms and instructions 
prescribed by the Federal awarding 
agency. 
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